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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-729
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: November 9, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, F
Date of Analysis: November 10, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendments
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 123 – Public Fees, Chapter 111 – Special Revenue and Trust Accounts, Chapter 154 – Alcoholic Beverages, and Chapter 191 – Special Events and A. Philip Randolph Entertainment District to increase the amounts of the “ticket user fees” added to each ticket sold for events at the City’s public assembly venues and to transfer supervision of the ticket user fee process and revenues from the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department to the Sports and Entertainment Office. The bill authorizes the Chief Administrative Officer or Chief Financial Officer to waive or reduce ticket user fees in connection with events of non-profit organizations by written approval which is simultaneously copied to the Council Auditor. The bill establishes separate venue-related enterprise funds for the new Covered Flex Field and Amphitheater now under construction outside EverBank Field, authorizes consumption of alcoholic beverages at those venues and adds those new facilities and “New Year’s Eve events” to the list of other City facilities and events exempt from the special events permitting provisions of Code Chapter 191. The bill also updates the names of venues and events to their current names (i.e. EverBank Field, Taxslayer Bowl)
Background Information: Ticket user fee changes are as follows: 1) Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena and Times-Union Center increase from $1.00 to $2.50, with 3% annual increase; 2) Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville increases from $0.50 to $2.50, with 3% annual increase; 3) establishes new user fees of $2.50 for events at the amphitheater and covered flex field, with annual increases as set forth in Amendment 14 to the JJL lease; 4) the Stadium per ticket user fee is unchanged, it just recites that its current level per the Jacksonville Jaguars lease is $3.25, subject to annual increases as set forth in the lease, with a $2.50 user fee for non-Jaguar commercial events, and a non-profit events rate of $1.25.  The ticket surcharge revenues are to be deposited into the applicable venue-related enterprise fund for each separate facility and are to be used only for maintenance, repairs and improvements to those facilities. The Code currently provides that the CAO or CFO may waive or reduce the ticket user fee for the use of the Arena and Times-Union Center by non-profit organizations; this bill expands that waiver authority to cover the Baseball Grounds and EverBank Field as well.
Policy Impact Area: Ticket user fees amount, oversight and use.
Fiscal Impact: The FY16-17 budgeted amount for ticket user fee revenues at EverBank Field (the rates for which remain unchanged in the ordinance) is $1,794,314. The Arena’s budgeted ticket fee revenue is $325,000; if that fee is increased from $1 to $2.50 the revenue would be $812,500. The Baseball Grounds’ budgeted revenue is $130,000; an increase from $0.50 to $2.50 would produce revenue of $650,000. The Times-Union Center’s budgeted ticket fee revenue is $170,000; with an increase from $1 to $2.50 the revenue would be $425,000.
Analyst: Clements

[image: image2.wmf]_975916892.unknown

